The Condescension of God!

And what it means for me as a missionary



1 Nephi 11:16-17

And he said unto me: Knowest thou the condescension of God?

And | said unto him: | know that he loveth his children; nevertheless, |
do not know the meaning of all things.



What is the Condescension
of God?



The Condescenion of God

“The act of descending to a lower and less dignified state; of waiving

the privileges of one’s rank and status; of bestowing honors and favors
upon one of lesser stature or status”

Elder Bruce R. McConkie
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Thomas Kunz
Jesus Christ, Creator of Worlds Without Number


"Perhaps this is the reason Jesus Christ was sent here instead of some other world, for in some
other world they would not have crucified Him, and His presence was needed here because of

the extreme wickedness of the inhabitants of this earth" (Joseph Fielding Smith said - The Signs
of the Times, pg. 5).

“Wherefore, | can stretch forth mine hands and hold all the creations which | have made; and
mine eye can pierce them also, and among all the workmanship of mine hands there has not
been so great wickedness as among thy brethren”. (Moses 7:36)

Thousands of years before He [the Savior] came upon earth, the Father had watched His course
and knew that He could depend upon Him when the salvation of worlds should be at stake; and
He was not disappointed. President Lorenzo Snow - Teachings of Lorenzo Snow - p93.

"Our Lord's jurisdiction and power extend far beyond the limits of this one small earth on which
we dwell. He is, under the Father, the Creator of worlds without number. (Moses 1:33.) And
through the power of his atonement the inhabitants of these worlds, the revelation says, 'are
begotten sons and daughters unto God' (D&C 76:24), which means that the atonement of
Christ, being literally and truly infinite, applies to an infinite number of earths.” Elder Bruce R.
McConkie

“The mercy of the Atonement extends not only to an infinite number of people, but also to an
infinite number of worlds created by Him.” — Elder Russell M. Nelson — GC Oct 1996.



Who condescended?

 The Father — he condescends, in his infinite wisdom, to be the Father
of a holy being who shall be born into mortality. A son born “after the
manner of the flesh.”

 The Son - Christ elected, chose, and volunteered to come into the
world and be born as God’s Son, undergo the mortal probation and
ministry assigned him, and then climax it with the working out of the
infinite and eternal atoning sacrifice.

Elder Bruce R. McConkie



Definition

The only Be-gotten of the Father

|

100% Given over



John 6:38

For | came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of
him that sent me.



1 Nephi 11:26-26

And the angel said unto me again: Look and behold the condescension
of God! And | looked and beheld the Redeemer of the world, of whom
my father had spoken; and | also beheld the prophet who should
prepare the way before him. And the Lamb of God went forth and was
baptized of him; .... And | beheld that he went forth ministering unto
the people, in power and great glory; and the multitudes were
gathered together to hear him; and | beheld that they cast him out
from among them.



Psalm 113:4-8

The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens.
Who is like unto the Lord our God, who dwelleth on high, Who
humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the
earth! He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out

of the dunghill; That he may set him with princes, even with the princes
of his people.



2 Nephi 4:26

O then, if | have seen so great things, if the Lord in his condescension
unto the children of men hath visited men in so much mercy, why
should my heart weep and my soul linger in the valley of sorrow, and
my flesh waste away, and my strength slacken, because of mine
afflictions?



Elder Neal A. Maxwell

“Having ‘descended
below all things,” He
comprehends, perfectly
and personally, the full
range of human
suffering.”




Elder David A. Bednar

» | he most majestic and meanful examples of
meekness are found in the life of the Savior
Himself. The Great Redeemer, who ‘descended
below all things’ and suffered, bled, and died
‘to cleanse us from all unrigteousness,” tenderly
washed the dusty feet of His disciples. Such
meekness is a hallmark characteristic of the
Lord as a servant and leader. Jesus provides the
ultimate example of righteous responsiveness
and willing submission as He sufferend intense

agony in Gethsemane.”




Doctrine & Covenants 122:7/-8

And if thou shouldst be cast into the pit, or into the hands of
murderers, and the sentence of death passed upon thee; if thou
be cast into the deep; if the billowing surge conspire against thee;
if fierce winds become thine enemy; if the heavens gather
blackness, and all the elements combine to hedge up the way; and
above all, if the very jaws of hell shall gape open the mouth wide
after thee, know thou, my son, that all these things shall give thee
experience, and shall be for thy good. The Son of Man hath
descended below them all. Art thou greater than he?




he Parable of the Birds

"I'm truly sorry to distress you," he told his wife, "but I'm not going with you to church this Christmas Eve." He said he'd feel like a hypocrite.
That he'd much rather just stay at home, but that he would wait up for them. So, he stayed while his family went to the midnight service.
Shortly after the family drove away, snow began to fall. He went to the window to watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier and then went
back to his fireside chair and began to read the newspaper. Minutes later he was startled by a thudding sound, then another, and then another
— sort of a thump or a thud. At first, he thought someone must be throwing snowballs against his living room window.

But when he went to the front door to investigate, he found a flock of birds huddled miserably in the snow. They'd been caught in the storm
and, in a desperate search for shelter, had tried to fly through his large landscape window. Well, he couldn't let the poor creatures lie there and
freeze, so he remembered the barn where his children stabled their pony. That would provide a warm shelter, if he could direct the birds to it.
Quickly he put on a coat, galoshes, trampled through the deepening snow to the barn. He opened the doors wide and turned on a light, but
the birds did not come in. He figured food would entice them. So, he hurried back to the house, fetched breadcrumbs, sprinkled them on the
snow. He made a trail to the brightly lit wide open doorway of the stable. To his dismay, the birds ignored the breadcrumbs, and continued to
flap around helplessly in the snow.

He tried catching them. He tried shooing them into the barn by walking around them waving his arms. But they scattered in every direction,
except into the warm, lighted barn. And then he realized that they were afraid of him. To them, he reasoned, | am a strange and terrifying
creature. If only | could think of some way to let them know that they can trust me...that | am not trying to hurt them, but to help them. But
how?

Any move he made tended to frighten and confuse them. They just would not follow. They would not be led or shooed because they feared
him.

"If only | could be a bird," he thought to himself, "and mingle with them and speak their language. Then | could tell them not to be afraid. Then
| could show them the way to the safe warm barn. But | would have to be one of them so they could see, and hear, and understand."

At that moment, the church bells began to ring. The sound reached his ears above the sound of the wind. And he stood listening to the bells
pealing the glad tidings of Christmas. And he sank to his knees in the snow.

"Now | understand," he whispered, "now | see why you had to do it."



The Condescension of Jesus Christ

* How can | condescend as a missionary and disciple of Jesus Christ?

* How can | learn more deeply about the magnitude of what Jesus
Christ has done for me?

* How can | show my appreciation to Jesus Christ for His condescension
for me?



